Biology, Agriculture, and Technology
The Foundation's support is, for the time being, limited to seven priority areas that have been selected after thorough discussions with scientific councils and academies in developing countries. The priority areas are "aquaculture, " "animal production, " "vegetables, oil seeds and fruits, " "mycorrhiza and afforestation problems, " "fermentation, methods for food preparation, " "natural products, " and "rural technology. "
Workshops
An important kind of support, complementary to the financial, is the arrangement of workshops for IFS grantees working on related problems. Scientists in developing countries sometimes have good contacts with research institutes in industrialized countries, but may have no, or very few, contacts with colleagues working under similar conditions. Regional workshops on a particular subject are one way to break this isolation.
This line of activity is also being followed up by initial attempts to create affinity groups of IFS grantees with different specializations within a wider scientific field. A closer contact among such scientists should enable a more rational planning of research efforts.
Scientific Advisers
Another asset of the Foundation is its international panel of experienced scientists within the different priority areas. These advisers assist the Foundation with the evaluation of grant applications, and with the overall assessment of the scientific quality of the supported projects. In many cases they also provide direct assistance to the grantees through personal visits or by correspondence.
Organization
The Foundation was formed in 1972, and the first grants were given in 1974. It is a non-governmental organization based on scientific academies and research councils in 44 countries, of which two-thirds are in developing and one-third in industrialized parts of the world.
The Foundation is governed by an international board of trustees, and has its secretariat located in Stockholm, Sweden.
Finance
The Foundation's budget for 1978 was US$1.2 million. At present nine countries-and Unesco-are financially sponsoring IFS. The contributions are normally government grants, given either directly or through a national Member Organization.
Further Information
The Foundation's working languages are English and French; enquiries are welcome in either of these languages.
Informational material and application forms are available from the IFS Secretariat, Sibyllegatan 47, S-114 42 Stockholm, Sweden.
Guidelines for Ph.D. training for candidates from developing countries
The Fifth International Congress of Food Science and Technology held in Kyoto, Japan, in September 1978 included a round table discussion on training for research management in developing countries that with further editing produced the following guidelines for Ph.D. training, applicable to all of the disciplines of nutrition and food science. 1. Research training at Ph.D. level on a specialized topic may not be the most useful intellectual preparation to meet the needs of developing countries, but account must be taken of the strong social and political pressures that encourage candidates to proceed to the Ph.D. degree. 2. Before undertaking Ph.D. programmes, graduates with bachelor's or master's degrees should work in their own countries for a period, preferably in the food industry, in order to acquire some understanding of their country's needs. 3. The Ph.D. programme should not commence until satisfactory knowledge and practical skills in basic subjects have been demonstrated. 4. The research topic selected should be as directly relevant as possible to the country's needs or potential and an ultimate practical objective developed by personal involvement. 5. The research programme should be structured so that research can be continued with facilities and resources available in the developing country. 6. Supervisory staff should be dedicated to the goal of assisting developing countries in an immediate and practical way. 7. Close liaison is desirable between the host university and the home country, preferably at university department level, and a real awareness of needs and resources at both places. Programmes of joint supervision, two-country programmes, secondment of staff, and other mechanisms are then possible. 8. The most promising mechanism seems to be joint supervision in a two-country programme such as the following: a candidate spends the first period of the Ph.D. programme at a host university in a developed country, then works for an extended period on a local problem in his own country, and spends a final period at the host university. 9. Wherever appropriate resources exist, the development of effective Ph.D. training within developing countries should be encouraged, particularly by regional cooperative planning.
Research network for investigation of protein-energy requirements under conditions prevailing in developing countries
The UNU World Hunger Programme has established a network of units co-operating in its research programme on protein-energy requirements described in the 
Conference on seasonal dimensions to rural poverty
A conference on Seasonal Dimensions to Rural Poverty was held at the Institute of Development Studies at Sussex University and organized jointly with the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. The conference examined how seasonal aspects of disease, nutrition, and rural economy relate to rural poverty in developing countries. Presentations included specialized papers on climate, energy balance, vital events, individual tropical disease, nutrition, rural economy, and women, and also multidisciplinary case studies of tropical rural areas from the Gambia, Nigeria, Mali, Kenya, Tanzania, India, and Bangladesh. While care is needed in generalizing, the evidence suggested that for agriculturalists in the tropics the worst times of the year are the wet seasons, typically marked by a concurrence of food shortages, high demands for agricultural work, high exposure to infections-especially diarrhoeas, malaria, and skin diseases-loss of body weight, low birth weights, high neonatal mortality, poor child care, malnutrition, sickness, and indebtedness. In this season poor and weak people, especially women, are vulnerable to deprivation and to becoming poorer and weaker.
Seasonal analysis is easily left out in rural planning. When applied, it suggests priorities in research, and indicates practical policy measures for health, for the family, for agriculture, and for government planning and administration. It is hoped to develop a centre of information on seasonal health and nutrition programmes. Anyone with information on such programmes already in existence is invited to write to Robert Chambers or Richard Longhurst 
Post-graduate training in food and nutrition planning
The Central University of Venezuela's third food and nutrition planning training course, leading to a master's degree, will start in early 1980 and end in mid-1981. The programme-designed for graduates in agronomy, anthropology, economics, education, food technology, medicine, nutrition and dietetics, pharmacy, planning, public health, sociology, and related disciplines-is intended to prepare them to include aspects of nutrition planning in their own professional activities. For further information, applicants, who should be proficient in Spanish, should contact Professor Elvira de Ramirez, Apartado 17.186, Caracas, 101, Venezuela; telephone Caracas 751-4957.
Invitation for research proposals
Five food and nutrition policy issues which should be addressed immediately have emerged from the UNU World Hunger Programme's Advisory Committee's discussions. 10. Analysis of both micro-and macro-economic, nutritional, and other implications of large-scale national consumer food subsidies (e.g., in Sri Lanka) as compared with tightly targeted ones (e.g., age group food distribution programmes). 11. Policy, financial, and other implications of building community organizations for achieving food and nutrition objectives. Comparative studies of country experiences are required on this subject. 12. Comparative analysis of the effectiveness of health and/ or nutrition intervention programmes in selected countries, including attention to the need for evaluation methodologies relevant to field conditions, and analysis of factors determining "success" or "failure. " This subject may lead to one or more workshops itself. 13. Analysis of the food consumption effects of what might be called interventional (or global) forces (e.g., grain trade practices, capital flows, energy prices) that are largely beyond the control of individual developing countries 14. Evaluation of existing data for food and nutrition policy analysis. There is a need to assess manageable methodologies and try to arrive at some minimum adequate data base for policy analysis in different situations. 15. Research proposals addressing any aspect of these issues and relating to individual countries or groups of countries are invited from qualified persons in developing countries. The proposals, which should be informal in nature and of one or two Pages, should be submitted to the UNU World Hunger Programme Office in Tokyo. They will form the basis for further correspondence and possibly formal proposals.
International Union of Nutrition Sciences (IUNS)
The commissions and committees of the International Union of Nutrition Sciences (IUNS) have published a directory describing its history, giving its statutes, and listing its adhering and affiliated bodies, its publications, and the membership of its commissions and committees. The Secretary General of IUNS is Dr. Dorothy E. Hollingsworth. The next International Congress of Nutrition will be held in San Diego, California, USA in 1981. IUNS co-operates closely with the International Union of Food Science and Technology (IUFoST), and some of the following committees and working groups are joint or have IUFoST representatives on them. Some of these committees and working groups are carrying out activities in priority areas of the UNU World Hunger Programme and will receive UNU support for them. 
Officers and Council

Officers
Commissions and Committees (March 1979-February 1982)*
The following are the names of those invited to serve as committee members. Acceptance or authorization to serve is still pending for a few of those listed. (1979) Charge: Review techniques for the measurement of the nutrients and other constituents in food in relation to the assessment of the nutritional value of foods for man; make recommendations regarding the most appropriate techniques to use; and identify areas where methodological or other studies need to be carried out in order to improve the assessment of nutritional value. D.A. T Growth and Physical Development (1966 , renamed 1973 , 1979 (1966, renamed 1969, 1979) V.A. Shaternikov (USSR), Chairman Committee IV/1: Diabetes, Obesity and Cardiovascular Disease (1966 , renamed 1976 , 1979 Charge: Develop position papers on the interrelationship between diet and the prevalence of diabetes and cardiovascular disease and on the health significance of obesity.
G. Thorbek (Denmark)
Internat ional Union of Food Science and Technology (IUFoST) The International Union of Food Science and Technology, founded in 1970, has a membership of 42 nations. The chief aims of IUFOST are: -International co-operation among working food scientists and technologists -Support of international progress in basic and applied food science -Advancement of technology in the preservation, processing, and distribution of foods -Stimulation of education and training in food science and technology For the achievement of its aims IUFOST works in the way that most such bodies must work-through committees. These committees are chaired by the elected members of the Executive Committee.
IUFoST Committees
